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Indy Mopar Club News
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October 2007 
          www.indymoparclub.com       Jan Peel and Dave Watt, editors
Meetings are the last Thursday of every month except December due to the holidays.
October 25 and November 29 will be the next regular meetings at 
Ryans Family Steakhouse on US 31 South in Greenwood, 7pm.
Upcoming events: December 16, 2007.  Christmas party, details will be posted soon on the Upcoming Events website page.
Trivia question: What was the cubic inch displacement of the 1962 Max Wedge engine? Answer at the bottom of page one.
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Feature car of the month.

Read the story of this Hemicuda below. 
The Long Way to Bob and Karen Rosenberger’s 1970 Hemicuda.

As a matter of background for how I ended up with my car, I must go back a ways.  Flashback to 1968: So, do you want a “Hemi” with that? That was the last question asked of me by the young salesman at Northside Chrysler-Plymouth. The year was 1968 and it was early May. The salesman and I had just finished the order form for a new 1968 Plymouth GTX. My first car would be built and delivered in about six weeks from the factory. I hesitated when answering because the Hemi had already gained near-mythical status in most racing circles and was the engine of choice for muscle car enthusiasts but was not a cheap option. So I said no. I would have to settle for the 440. 
The desire to own a “Hemi” was repressed but not forgotten in the ensuing years. I have always wanted a Hemi and the passing of years did not ameliorate my desire. Like most people though, I had put aside the Hemi and “hot” cars of youth and had to get on with family, mortgage, utility bills, high gas prices etc. A 1970 340 Duster was my last “hurrah” for the muscle car era. Until…

Fast-forward to September 1994: I was driving the Interstate in a rental car around Houston, TX having just flown in for a week of company-paid training. I had the window down and I heard a rare but familiar sound coming up behind me. I said to myself: “That sounds like a big-block to me!” Sure enough, a moment later, a 1970 Hemi Charger R/T flew past me. It was black, it was beautiful, and it was getting-it-on! That was the moment I started to think about acquiring a car to restore/modify. Being partial to Mopars, I started out thinking about a 69 Charger but decided I would deliberately choose the number one car, as polled among the majority of Mopar fans, the 70 Hemicuda. I started on my five-year quest to find a suitable car to start with. Along the way, I bought a 71 Challenger R/T to tide me over while my project was underway. Continued on page 2

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Trivia answer: 413 cubic inches was the displacement of the 1962 Max Wedge engine. Did you get it right?
Continued from page 1

Fast-forward to mid 1999: I had finally found a project car to start with. It was a 1970 Cuda that had seen a lot of wear and tear.  It was originally a 383, shaker-hood, four-speed car. However, at the time I procured the car, it had a high compression 440 in it. It had rust holes in the body in all the usual places you’d expect on a car that went through salted-street winters. At one time, the previous owner tried to convert it to an AAR Cuda. There was flat black paint on the hood and some small front spoilers and a trunk spoiler bringing up the rear. In other words, it looked a mess – but it was all there and did run very well with the just-rebuilt 440 in it – very well indeed! I only drove the car once. 
I drove the car over to a friend’s commercial building where I had permission to store and work on it. The only real physical work I did on the car was to completely disassemble the car, take it to a recommended media blaster, and pick it up from the media blaster when it was ready. From there on, it was in the hands of some people that had the tools, time, place, and, most of all, the knowledge to put it together. I engineered it, ordered the parts that could be ordered, and tracked down and procured the parts that couldn’t. I worked out an agreement with the guys doing the work so that I could keep the car at their location for the duration of the build. I paid for the project as I went along so there were times when little to nothing would be done for months. Finally, after three and a half years…

Fast-forward to 2003: The “born-on date” is 9/7/2003. That is the official day I consider when she was “delivered.” I had received a call a week earlier from the guys building her stating that the car was done, inspected, washed, cleaned, and ready to be picked up. Also, what did I want done with the holes in the shaker hood? The holes were where the engine emblems were supposed to be. Well I didn’t have anything to go there but it wasn’t for lack of trying. I had actually been looking for them from even before I had bought the car. I had never run across any as I casually went over a list of needed parts. I had searched Hemming’s, various salvage yards all over the country, Scoured every vender at the Mopar Nationals two years in a row, the Internet, and of course, EBay. No one had a set and did not know anyone that did! I was at a loss! I couldn’t believe I had come all this way to be left “emblemless” at the last moment! I decided to try EBay one last time just as I had every week for almost five years. 
I searched and lo-and-behold, there was a pair of new Hemicuda emblems from a guy in rural New York. $75 for the “buy-it-now” pair price. The emblems were still in the original factory box – brand new! I couldn’t hit the button fast enough! I would have paid $750 for them at that point. It was truly a gift from God. I have since tried to find another pair just to make sure someone hasn’t started to make reproductions. I have not been able to find another pair yet. 

Currently we enjoy going to various cruise nights and an occasional car show. We also think we are going to enjoy the Indy Mopar Club even more. 

Authors – Bob & Karen Rosenberger

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Welcome to our newest members: David Chapman, Sr., Indianapolis, 1984 Dodge Ram 100 Pickup; Ken & Eva Keeney, Danville, 1966 Plymouth Sport Fury; Jim Rockey, Sharpsville, 1970 Plymouth Road Runner; and Associate Members Larry & Sandi of M.C. Appraisals, Indianapolis. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
INDY MOPAR CLUB Monthly Meeting September 27, 2007  7:00 PM

Secretary’s Report

Welcome and sign in – John Bauer, President:


John Bauer brought the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. John asked all members and guests to introduce themselves. 
Secretary’s Report – Chris Rigney:

Chris gave the highlights of the August meeting. 
Treasurer’s Report/Membership Update – Mike Leyes:


Mike gave the treasurers report as of September 27, 2007.  August 30, 2007 balance was $3,767.30; income was $3,537.05; Expenses were $2,040.89; ending balance is $5,263.46.  We had a net income of $1,719.84 for the September Danville Car Show.

John Bauer suggested that we donate $2,000.00 to JDRF.  Rose Richard made the motion for $2,000.00 to be donated to JDRF.  Dave Watt seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

We currently have 90 members in the club.  Mike reminded everyone that he still has a lot of old car show and member T-shirts for sale for $2.00 each.

Event Calendar – Dan Kelly:


Dan talked about upcoming events for the year: Meetings October 25 and November 29.  The Christmas Party will be December 16, 2007, more information on this in November.  
Event Advertising – Pat & Pat McKarski:
Pat gave an update on the advertising.  They are presently advertising in Indy Auto & RV; Old Cars Only; and Mopar Collector’s Guide.
John Bauer offered to call the Dealerships to obtain firm dates for next year’s car shows.
Communications Report – Dave Watt:

A new "Other Events" page has been added for events the club is not associated with. Click on the link to check it out.  http://www.indymoparclub.com/otherevents.html   Flyers and information may be submitted to indymoparclub@indymoparclub.com   in .jpeg format for the flyers is requested due to its smaller file size.
Open-house/cruise-in at Dave Hime's Automazing Performance center in Westfield on October 20th starting about 3pm, but people could show up a little early if they want. Located at 18642 Tomlinson Road, Westfield In. 46074. Dave Hime's does performance upgrades and mechanical restoration/restification for musclecars and Hot Rods.  The shop is a good resource for everything from engine rebuilds to brake/suspension upgrades.   The Chevelle and GTO clubs are always there in force and the MOPAR folks could certainly make a good showing as well!  There will be food and brief tech seminar put on by Dave.  He usually fires up his Pro Mod drag car and will have an engine on the dyno for all to see as well. AutoWorks Body Shop is the exclusive supplier of services to Dave and his customers and we will have a few vehicles on display. If anyone is interested in attending, please have them call or e-mail me or John Bauer. My contact information is as follows: Phone: 317-979-9718  E-mail: dturpen@indyautoworks.com
Old Business – John Bauer:

A. Member Profile

a. October – Bob & Karen Rosenberger

b. November – Pat(rick) & Pat(ricia) McKarski

New Business – John Bauer:
A. Joint get together with another Mopar club.
Tri State Mopar Club: Eric Gegert (513) 892-2042 kagebert@fuse.net
River Valley Mopar Club

B. Danville Chrysler Show review 

Mike Leyes gave a report on the income and expenses. We have 3 new members.
C. Upcoming Car Shows

John Bauer will contact the Dealerships.

D. Nominations for 2008 Officers will be taken from the floor at our October meeting.  
E. Jan Peel had an article showing how Indy Mopar Club could enter a raffle for being a charitable entity.  The prize is $1,500.  Dan Kelly volunteered to handle it.

F. Bob Thomas related that Joe’s Crabshack is interested in roping off an area after car shows for our cars.  If you have an Indy Mopar Card membership card you will receive 10% off your food bill.  They also offered a room for our meetings and lots of “goodies” for our “goody” bags at the shows.
G. John then adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully submitted – Chris Rigney, Secretary
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Attendance at our September meeting: John & Carol Ann Bauer, Bill Bratton, Ronda & Dennis Cherry, Rick & Susan Eilert, Dan Kelly, Tom & Teresa Kelly, Ed Leyes, Mike Leyes, Pat McKarski, Bud & Debbie Mounce, Scott Oller, Jim Parker, Stan & Jan Peel, Terry & Rose Richard, Chris Rigney, Bob & Karen Rosenberger, Ken & Sharon Scobel, Bob Thomas, Darren Turpen, Chris Usher, Dave Watt, Tom Williams, Steve Wisdom, and Rick & Ginger Zimmerman.  The following guests were also present: Dick & Judy Boschen.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
November Birthdays: Bud Mounce, 11-1; Rick Kelly, 11-4; Jim Kelly, 11-7; Susan Eilert, 11-8; Mike Benge, 11-17; Howard Stanley, 11-19; Dennis Cherry, 11-23; Jan Peel, 11-27.
November Anniversaries: Terry & Rose Richard, 11-6 (31 years); Stan & Jan Peel, 11-21 (26 years); Kirby & Jaimy Haskins, 11-29 (no year given); Dave & Nancy Watt, 11-30 (no year given). Congratulations to all!
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
The Evolution of a Trademark
From 1933 to 1937 Chrysler Motor Parts featured a logo with the letters C, P, D and D, for Chrysler, Plymouth, Dodge and Desoto.  This led to the Mopar trademark becoming one of the most familiar trademarks in automotive history.  However, we’ll bet you didn’t know that it evolved from a group of unlikely characters that included a genius, a camel and a robot.  
The genius was Nelson I. Farley, Chrysler Division’s sales promotional manager in the 1930s.  Farley had established a “think tank” called the Activities Council, whose purpose was to brainstorm new merchandising ideas and report them to him.
In the spring of 1937, this activities council was working on the creation of a product name to put on cans of Chrysler Motor Parts antifreeze that was being used in their cars.  The group, after many suggestions, came up with a simple name that would be easy to remember: a combination of the words motors and parts – hence the word…MOPAR.
Now Chrysler needed a logotype for the trade name.  The first attempt, created by a man named Burke Bartlett, was a bright purple logo arranged in a vertical arrow.  Farley immediately rejected it because he didn’t like the downward pointing arrow or the use of the color purple.  
The next design became one of the most famous and distinctive trademarks of the century, the unique signpost of the Chrysler Parts Division.  
The Activities Council then came up with a way to introduce the new acronym to the public.  They created a character named “Mr. Mopar” who made his first debut in the form of a camel.
In 1937 the Shriners national convention came to Detroit, and Chrysler Corporation’s Parts Division was creating a corporate float for the opening parade.  A camel seemed to fit right in.  The float was made up of piston rings, cylinders, push rods, oil pans, etc.  Of course, the camel needed someone to lead it.
A year or two earlier, a man named Vern Dupuis had made a small “mechanical man” fashioned out of parts.  The group found this mechanical man, named him “ACCY,” an abbreviation for accessory, and put him in front of the camel.  An employee in full Moslem dress sat atop the camel and the float was a big hit.
Eleven years later when Dupuis was in the Merchandising and Development Department he modified “ACCY” into a moving and speaking robot and renamed him “Mr. Mopar.”  A later version of this robot made television appearances from coast to coast.

Today, the familiar Pentastar and Mopar signature in process blue is seen on the package designs and labeling of more than 40,000 quality-engineered original equipment replacement parts.
So what’s in a name?  An entire history.  If the name is “Mopar,” it stands for “Motor” and “Parts” and quality engineering.  The color of the name, like Chrysler, is always blue.

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Club Member Information for all
From Larry Mayes: There is a new Mopar magazine out now with Greg Rager as the Editor. Mopar Enthusiast magazine is at this time a bi-monthly, but plans are for it to become monthly.  A “Charter” subscription rate is $17.97 for 6 issues. You can subscribe by calling 1-800-448-3611 with a credit card handy between 9am and 5pm Eastern time. Send check or money order to: Mopar Enthusiast magazine P.O. Box 431 Sidney, OH. 45365   I’m not sure if the “Charter” price is still available, but would be worth asking. Tell them the Indy Mopar Club sent you. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

From John Bauer: There are two good articles regarding camshaft wear, specifically during the crucial break in period of a new camshaft and lifters. The EPA has a ban on Zinc and Manganese being added to conventional motor oils. These elements are critical to the proper camshaft break in procedure. There are many pages of information about this topic on the NEW Technical page of the Indy Mopar Club website.  

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Tattler’s Corner

It seems as though our car shows can be costly to some members.  At the Danville show it seems that Rick & Susan fell in love with a new jeep.  Guess where that jeep is now making its home!!  Has Rick Z changed his name?  Ginger had him by the arm and I heard someone call him “Harley”.  Could it have been because of their T-shirts?????
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
A Little Bit of Humor

A Dog's Purpose
Being a veterinarian, I had been called to examine a ten-year-old Irish Wolfhound named Becker. The dog's owners, Ron, his wife, Lisa, and their little boy, Shane, were all very attached to Becker.  I examined Becker and found he was dying of cancer. I told the family we couldn't do anything for Becker and offered to perform the euthanasia procedure for the old dog in their home.  As we made arrangements, Ron and Lisa told me they thought it would be good for six-year-old Shane to observe the procedure. They felt as though Shane might learn something from the experience. 
The next day, I felt the familiar catch in my throat as Becker's family surrounded him. Shane seemed so calm, petting the old dog for the last time, that I wondered if he understood what was going on.
Within a few minutes, Becker slipped peacefully away.  The little boy seemed to accept Becker's transition without any difficulty or confusion. We sat together for a while after Becker's death, wondering aloud about the sad fact that animal lives are shorter than human lives. Shane, who had been listening quietly, piped up, "I know why." 
Startled, we all turned to him. What came out of his mouth next stunned me. I'd never heard a more comforting explanation.
He said, "People are born so that they can learn how to live a good life-- like loving everybody all the time and being nice, right?" The six-year-old continued, "Well, dogs already know how to do that, so they don't have to stay as long." 
Live simply.

Love generously.

Care deeply.

Speak kindly.

Remember, if a dog was the teacher you would learn things like:
 
When loved ones come home, always run to greet them. 
Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride. 
Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face to be pure ecstasy. 
Take naps. 
Stretch before rising. 
Run, romp, and play daily. 
Thrive on attention and let people touch you.
Avoid biting when a simple growl will do. 
On warm days, stop to lie on your back on the grass. 
On hot days, drink lots of water and lie under a shady tree. 
When you're happy, dance around and wag your entire body.
Delight in the simple joy of a long walk. 
Eat with gusto and enthusiasm. Stop when you have had enough.
Be loyal. Never pretend to be something you're not. 
If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it. 
When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and nuzzle them gently. 
Be always grateful for each new day.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Any errors in this newsletter may be attributed to Jan Peel.  If you have any news to be shared with the club such as births, illness, etc., please E-mail to Jpeel83719@aol.com or give me a call at 317-357-5760 and I will include it in the next newsletter.  This is YOUR newsletter and Dave and I want to make it as interesting as possible.

Support your Indy Mopar Club Member businesses listed below.
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Bill’s blindingly blue Dakota at the Danville


Chrysler Dodge Jeep car show. 
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