[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image1.wmf]   Indy Mopar Club News    [image: image2.wmf]
   December 2006    w ww.indymoparclub.com
Meetings are held the last Thursday of every month except December due to the holidays.
More dates and time to be added soon. 

January 25, 2007, 7pm., monthly meeting held at Ryan’s Steakhouse on US 31 South in Greenwood. Arrive early to enjoy dinner and chat with club members.

February 22, 2007, 7pm., monthly meeting at Ryan’s Steakhouse on US 31 South in Greenwood. Arrive early to enjoy dinner and chat with club members.
May 5, 2007, 9-3pm, The Indy Mopar Club will host an all Mopar car show at Palmer Dodge North at 4545 East 96th Street, Indianapolis, (317)-846-5555.  Top 20 awards, door prizes, 50/50 drawing, Drag Racing simulator, DJ, food and more. Tell all your Mopar friends to get those cars out of the garage and join us.  Rain date is May 12, 2007. 
July 7, 2007, 9-3pm, the Indy Mopar Club will host an all Mopar car show at Fletcher Chrysler Dodge Jeep at 3099 North Morton (US31) in Franklin Indiana, (317)-738-1470. Top 20 awards, door prizes, 50/50 drawing, Drag Racing simulator, DJ, food and more.  Pull those Mopars out of the garage and join us.  Rain date to be determined. 

September 22, 2007, 9-3pm, The Indy Mopar Club will host an all Mopar car show at Danville Chrysler Dodge Jeep located at 20 S. County Road 300 E. #362 in Danville Indiana, (317)-745-5809. Top 20 awards, door prizes, 50/50 drawing, Drag Racing simulator, DJ, food and more.  Pound the pavement with that Mopar and join us.  Rain date is September 29, 2007.
Trivia question: The 1978 Dodge Aspen/ Plymouth Volare’ Super Coupe’s had wheels that appeared to be the same steel wheel as a police car had. What two major differences were there besides the paint, trim ring and center cap? Answer is at the bottom of this page.
 Newly elected club officers for 2007:

John Bauer- President
Dan Kelly-Vice President       Mike Leyes-Treasurer

Chris Rigney-Secretary
   Dave Watt- Communications Director
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Feature car of the month: Tom Kelly’s ’68 Hemi Road Runner, story on the next page.

Trivia answer: The steel wheels for the 1978 Dodge Aspen/ Plymouth Volare’ Super Coupe’s measured 15X8” compared to 15X7” for the police car. Also, there were no “bumps” stamped into the wheels to retain a “Dog Dish” style hubcap. Did you get it right?
INDY MOPAR CLUB MEMBER PROFILE by Tom Kelly

I’m Tom Kelly and have been a member of the Indy Mopar Club since about 2000. This past summer, Teresa & I tied the knot before God, family & friends.  I figured any woman who’d go on a first date to the Indy Mopar Club drive-in movie night (to watch ‘Christine’ no less) in a Lil’ Red Express is a keeper.  Teresa brought her lovely daughter Jordin, a wonderful grandson (& now Dodge convert) Isaiah, two ‘Wonder Dogs’ (Nestle & Jasmine) into my & my little girl-dog Sadie’s life.  

Since joining the club, I have served as the Club Secretary for 2 years, Vice President and finally as Club President in 2005 until my job relocation.  On that subject, I started working for Chrysler at the Indianapolis Foundry in 1972 & left as a Facilities Engineering Supervisor when they closed the Plant in Sept ‘05.  I accepted a position at the Chrysler Tech Center in Auburn Hills Michigan & now split my time between my homes in Danville & Fenton MI with my lovely spouse.

Well, how did my Mopar interest get kicked off?  According to my mom, I was fascinated by automobiles since I was a child.  Mom bought me my first model car at age 6 & helped me put it together at the kitchen table.  My uncle sold new Plymouths and Dodges so my dad drove Chrysler products as far back as I can remember.  A job painting & cutting grass at Indianapolis Raceway Park stoked my interest in drag racing as well as help me save 400 dollars for my first car when I turned 16.   I didn’t have the money it would have taken to get a 1963 Plymouth.  The Max Wedges were the terrors at the strip so that’s what I idolized. At the time, $850 was the going rate for the ex-Indiana State Police cars (383 cu. in., 2 dr. sedans) that were hitting the used car lots in 1968.  I ended up buying a ’62 Plymouth 4dr, slant six, 3 spd.   I drag raced a buddy at lunch on IRP’s strip for one whole summer just for fun.  Since I couldn’t beat him with the slant six, I bought a 383-4spd from Wrecks Inc. and my brothers & I installed it, hanging the engine from a tree in the barn lot.  I moved up to a ’69 340 Dart Swinger in late ’69 & was on my way.  Uncle Sam wanted me in 1972, 3 months after starting Chrysler.  When I got out of the Army, I swapped my Dart to my brother Jim for a ’70 Duster he had. We swapped drivetrains and the Kelly Brothers went bracket racing.  My race car was sold eventually to fund the restoration of my favorite car to this day, my ’68 Plymouth Road Runner.

While writing this, I counted up the Chryslers I’ve owned.  Other than one ’74 AMC (oh well, it’s in the Chrysler family now!), I’ve had nothing but Chrysler vehicles my entire life.  There have been 44 of them that I can remember (though many were just project cars); I’ve somehow managed to hang on to 16 of them.  With my brothers Dan, Jim & Rick, we share a passion for collecting hot rod Mopars.  We’re still working on my brother John & my sisters Donna & Gina.  As my friend Kent Wallace likes to say, “Once an old Chrysler enters the Kelly family, it never leaves”. 

Besides collecting the full size Mopars, I also collect Chrysler Product die-casts, plastic model car kits, signs, vehicle advertisements, sales brochures and any other Chrysler related books and literature that fall within range of my eyesight.  Guess it is an illness…
Ok, enough of that… what about some of my ‘diamonds in the rough’…

1968 Plymouth Road Runner- My pride & joy (besides Teresa of course!) is a 2 dr. Sedan, paint code PP1 Bright Red with the black optional vinyl trim interior.  Its claim to fame is that it’s a real deal 426 Hemi car, with the original engine.  The Hemi came standard with dual AFB 4-barrel carburetors, solid lifter cam, 425 horsepower & 490 foot-pounds of torque. The transmission is a Torqueflite 3 speed automatic. It has the Chrysler 8 ¾ rear-end with ‘Sure-Grip’ limited-slip and a dealer installed 4.10 rear.  Like the engine, the transmission is the same one the factory installed when the car was built.

I purchased the Road Runner in September 1982 from the second owner & pulled it from a barn lot loaded on my trailer.  It was complete, with all of its original equipment but had set out since 1974 exposed to the elements so had a lot of body rot.  After purchase, the body was stripped to a bare shell & I started from the ground up.  I performed all panel replacement, bodywork, paint, engine work and re-assembly with the exception of the Torqueflite transmission.  That rebuild was done by a high school friend, Mark McClelland & still shifts flawlessly 20 years later.  My brothers Dan and Jim helped me extensively during the project.  My Road Runner is used for cruising, car shows and has competed regularly in Pure Stock ¼ mile Drag Racing events.  It has turned 12.71 at 109 mph on F70-15 bias belted redwalls and 12.52 @109.26 mph on DOT treaded Goodrich Drag Radials.  The car’s drivetrain is original though now with a 0.030” engine overbore due to the 100,000 miles on it. It ran those numbers through stock exhaust manifolds, a 2-1/2” exhaust with an original grind camshaft.

1979 Dodge Lil’ Red Express- It has a stock 360 cu.in. 4-barrel with a Torqueflite automatic.  I saw this truck on a used car lot on the Mexican border in McAllen, Texas in the early ‘90s while in the area on business.  It was a bit rough but I got sales guy down a few bucks to $1500.  Since I didn’t have enough money with me, I went to a local bank and took a cash advance on my VISA card (first vehicle I bought on plastic!). I drove it home over a Labor Day weekend, running hot, with low oil pressure & no radio.  It was quite an adventure but both truck & I finally made it back to Indianapolis in only 25 hours!

The Lil’ Red had most of its original equipment but was missing the correct wheels, air cleaner and exhaust stacks.  The bed trim wood was either missing, damaged or rotted.  After purchase, the cab was stripped.  I performed all panel repair, bodywork, paint and re-assembly including rebuilding the engine.  My brother Jim assisted with the wood refinishing.  Many thanks to my friends Terry & Valita Swank for a number of spare pieces to put it back together.  It’s still a great little truck to cruise in. 

1994 Dodge Viper RT/10 it’s red (what else), 488 Cu. In., 400 horsepower with a 6 Speed.  I sold 5 cars for a down payment, then flew one way to Maryland in 1995 to pick it up. It was a year and a half old but only had 330 miles on it.  It’s been to Detroit for a Viper Assembly Plant tour as well as to Orlando Florida for a Viper Owners Invitational.  I’ve had it around the Indianapolis Motor Speedway on family day, in the Indy 500 Parade, around Michigan International Speedway in a parade lap prior to a NASCAR race and at speed around the road course at Sebring Fla.  What a blast to drive!

1966 Plymouth Belvedere I – It’s a Radio Delete, 2 dr Sedan with a Rubber Floor Mat, 225 Slant Six and a 904 Torqueflite Trans.  I purchased this car at the Mopar Nationals a few years ago with the intention of making a Street Hemi clone for Pure Stock Racing.  The Slant Six runs so well I hate the thought of changing it.  I have the spare hemi parts now so who knows…  

…and last, a few of my favorite PROJECT CARS:

1962 Plymouth Belvedere 2 dr. Sedan (413 Max Wedge clone in process) 

1970 Plymouth ‘Cuda 440-6BBL 2 dr. Hardtop, Shaker Hood, auto, originally red 

1967 Dodge Coronet R/T, 2 dr. Hardtop, Copper color inside & out, 440- auto.  

(Teresa can’t decide between the ‘Cuda or the R/T for her future cruiser. Either way, I need to get off my fanny & get busy ‘cause I’m not getting any younger!!) 

Well I’ve rambled enough so I’ll end this with two old dream cars I have been able to acquire over the last couple of years… though both are fairly rough projects, I am still fascinated by them:  a pair of De Soto Airflows, a 1934 & a 1936.  This was Chrysler’s milestone aerodynamic exercise before the Superbird!

Finally, my thanks & gratitude to all the officers & members who keep the club going.  I look forward to seeing everyone at the IMC shows again next year. 
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