www.indymoparclub.com

Tom Kelly — Newsletter Editor 317.439.1727  e-mail: tomvkelly@aol.com

Vickie Walker, President 317.313.1344 Ronda Cherry, Vice President 317.997.6999
Steve Wisdom, Treasurer 317.457.5205 David Opel, Secretary 317.619.9865
Randy Smith, Communications Director 317.696.1894

Meetings are normally held on the last Thursday of every month except November & December. Refer to
the President's Message for both those and future meeting dates.

Next regular meeting: Thursday March 26, 2026; It will be held at MCL Cafeteria, 3630 South East Street
Indianapolis (US 31- N of Southern Plaza between Sumner & National). Meet for dinner at 6pm, meeting at 7pm.
A Map Quest link is available on the IMC website — www.indymoparclub.com

Hello everyone, | hope everyone faired well during Mother Natures By - Polar melt
down . The World of Wheels has been dailed in by car exhibitors from our club and if you have
time to go and support our members and enjoy the cars that would be GREAT . Days are
March 27th thru the 29th.

Thank you All : Vickie Walker President

ted el lelelelel el elelelelel el el el i ol

LATEST CLUB NEWS:

O’Reilly World of Wheels - The Indy Mopar Club will have a Club Display at the O’Reilly World of Wheels this
year. Our last display was in 2011 and Larry Mayes thought it was time to do it again! Larry, along with Mike
Newell, Jeff Platzer, Jim Webb & Ed Needy will have vehicles in the Club’s Show Display. Bob Vorpe was also
going to participate but unfortunately, a medical issue has sidelined him (Get Well Soon Bob!).

Show Set-up day is unfortunately going to be on the 26™ at the Indiana State Fairgrounds (same day as our MCL
March meeting) so they won'’t likely be able to fill us in before the show which runs Friday March 27-Sunday
March 29. A few more of us will help with set-up that day so we hope everyone is able to stop in during the show
to see the results and show support!

<>C>ISISISISISISISLISISISISLISIS SIS
New Club Event - Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum : At the last meeting, the group picked
Saturday April 25 for a visit to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum (enter at Gate 2 off 16" St.
Speedway IN. We will meet in the parking lot in front of the Museum at 70:00 am.
Entry Fees/Per Person are $25 Adult; $23 Seniors; $18 Military (Former & Active).

A little after 1pm, we’ll drive a few blocks to Big Woods-Speedway Restaurant (1002 N. Main St. Speedway,
IN 46224 317-757-3250) for a group lunch at 1:30PM. We’ll bid our farewells afterwards.

Please RSVP to Tom Kelly at tomvkelly@aol.com or phone/text at 317-439-1727 if planning to attend.
SISO ISISISISISISI>L>
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IMC-York-GR Autogallery Car Show: Jeff Platzer sent a note that he and Jennifer Lydick of GR Autogallery
continue to make progress on bringing in new sponsors for the IMC-York-GR Autogallery Car Show in October.
Big O Tires-Plainfield and Griot’s Garage have committed door prize donations, and J & J Towing has
committed $1000 toward sponsorship. The Gold Cleaver Meat Market will be the official food vendor and it was
noted they donated four (4) $50 gift cards last year. Jeff plans to do a Race Car start-up called “Fire-in-the-Hole”
to generate a little excitement during the event. Many thanks to Jeff & Jennifer for their hard efforts in growing this
event!

<>I>ISISISISISISISISISISISISISISI>S>

IMC February 26, 2026 Meeting Minutes are

Feb 2026 Minutes submitted by Tom Kelly in Dave Opel’s absence.

1. Meeting called to order @ 7pm by IMC club president Vickie Walker

2. Introduction of new members and guests Vickie Walker

3. Secretary Report/ Minutes Tom Kelly for Dave Opel (Absent)
4. Treasurers Report & Membership update (see below), Steve Wisdom

5. Communication Director Report; printed new Membership for Swap Meet. = Randy Smith

6. Member News. Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. Ronda Cherry

7. Event Calendar (see complete list in Newsletter) Tom Kelly

e Indy Cylinder Head - Chrysler Trade Show is March 6-7 Ind State Fairgrounds
o World of Wheels is Mar 27-29 at Ind State Fairgrounds..
8. Unfinished Business / Old Business Vickie Walker
e Indy Cyl Head Swap Meet: Scott Oller has a swap space next to the Club Display Booth 9; members
can bring items to sell. Reminder given to please help Scott cover his booth fee if you sell something
though he did not requestit. Ronda passed out passes for the show & has additional if needed.
Fairgrounds Parking is not covered so that cost is up to each individual driving a vehicle in.
e |IMC-York-GR Auto Gallery — Working on additional sponsors. Jeff Platzer.
e Bill Edgerton is still recuperating at home. Dru Kriech is improving from broken leg injury. Former
member Sue Eilert fell and broke her leg and is going thru physical therapy. She is doing well.
9. New Business Vickie Walker
e Tom Kelly reviewed the available April Saturday dates for the Club visit to the Indpls 500 Museum and
lunch afterwards that was agreed upon at last month’s meeting. A vote was taken for April 25 with
lunch afterwards at Big Woods on south Main Street in Speedway. Tom will check & post the schedule.
o  World of Wheels IMC Club Display was discussed. Tom Kelly had sent a text of those interested and
their contact info so that group could organize. Larry Mayes discussed details and is coordinating the
effort. The allocated area will likely not accommodate the Club Backdrop. Six members & vehicles
have tentatively agreed to enter for the Club Display. Tom Kelly will bring his Chrysler dealership
Quality Used Car sign, a large plexiglass IMC sign, 10 stanchions and chain. Larry also has some
stanchions and Jeff Platzer will provide mounting posts for the IMC banner. Larry will contact all
noting the March 1 registration deadline and contact the show management for details for all.
e Indy Cylinder Head-Chrysler Trade Show update given. Ind State Fairgrounds Fri March 27 & Sat 28.
Club booth Set-up will be on Thurs March 26. A Sign-up Sheet for manning the Club booth was routed.
Scott Oller purchased a booth next to Club display and noted that Members are welcome to bring
items for sale and use Scott’s booth. It was reminded that members using the space help with
reimbursement for Scott’s rental cost though he did not ask. A few members brought in photos of their
cars as requested for updating the Club Display photos on the Club backdrop. Larry Mayes will
purchase frames, mount photos and bring to the show. Ronda Cherry obtained cards for free show
entry and passed out to those wishing to attend. She has additional if needed.
10. Motion to adjourn meeting @ approx. 8 pm. Motion: Dick Crawmer; 2": Rick Zimmerman.
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February 26, 2026 Meeting Attendance 20 Members 3 Guests Ronda Cherry /Tom Kelly

Ronda Cherry, Steve Claycomb, Jack Collins, Dorinda & Dick Crawmer, Jonnie Kautz, Rick Kelly &
Michelle Brewer, Tom Kelly, Tim Little, Larry Mayes and Diane Atkins, Jack Myers, Scott Oller, Jeff
Platzer, Randy Smith, Evan Springer, Elaine & Walter Thomas, John & Vickie Walker, Steve Wisdom,
Rick Zimmerman and guest Dave Maue.

OSBGOS

Balance Sheet Feb. 26, 2026
January 29 Balance $1,932.01
INCOME
1/30/2026 1 renewal Jeff Andis and 1 patch $30.00
2/13/2026 GR Gallery York sponsor check $400.00
2/18/2026 1 renewal $25.00
February Income $455.00
EXPENSES
1/29/2026 Reimbursemt to Jeff Platzer-plates $292.10
2/2/2026 6 club shirts $111.28
2/9/2026 Bill Edgertons Trailer ins. $50.00
2/18/2026 Indiana Business Entity-every 2yrs $32.00
February Expenses $485.38
Flower
Fund $249.52
Feb. 26 Balance $1,901.63

36 Paid Membership Families as of Feb 26.
<S>>SO ISLISLISLISLISISISLIS<>

IMC -Tokyo/e

A Mopar Guy Returns to Japan - And finds MORE Mopar Guys
By: Randy Smith

It had already been a full day when | strolled into Mister Donut for a quick bite and a cup of joe. Students and |
had traveled to Tsukiji Fish Market in the morning. The market has been around since they filled in a portion of
Tokyo Bay in 1657. While there, we stopped by one of the restaurants of the self-proclaimed Tuna King of Japan,
Kiyoshi Kimura. Kimura-san posted a record purchase just a week prior to our visit. He opened the 2026 fish
auctions by paying a record $3.2 million for a 535 lbs Bluefin Tuna. Of course, his purchase occurred at the much
newer Toyosu Fish Market, our second stop of the day.

Leaving Toyosu, we took the Yurikamome Line on our way toward Asakusa. Not only is this commuter train fully
automated, but it also goes through a corkscrew (or loop) to transition down several stories in the space of a
parking lot. In Asakusa, students and | grabbed some ramen at Ichiran and then visited the wonderful Senso-ji.
From there we walked to Kappabashi-dori, a place where you can buy anything you could need for your kitchen.
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Unfortunately, they were closing up shops by the time we got there. That was, OK, though. As | said. It had already
been a full day.

Prior to leaving for Japan, | reached out to a frequent contributor to E-bodies.org’s Facebook page, Ishii
Mitsubishi. He is also the unofficial social media coordinator for a group of five E-body drivers in Japan’s capitol
city, Tokyo/e. We agreed to meet at Jumbo Cook who stands watch over the entrance to Kappabashi-dori.

It’s hard to describe the feeling when a 75-inch wide 1970 ‘cuda pulls down the street in Tokyo, all 440 cubic
inches rumbling by with a wave and a smile. The feeling is especially odd in a city where Kei cars are common and
are regulated to just over 53-inches wide and 40.3 cubic inches of displacement. That means the Kei car would
barely eclipse those menacing 1970 ‘cuda parking lights tucked up in the grille.

Mitsu Ishii, aka Ishii Mitsubishi, jumped out of the car with a
agility. Since he had to park driver’s side facing the curb, the
the street made for a small obstacle course. His Vitamin C
6 pack, 727 Torqueflite, Rallye optioned °‘cuda lurked
across from the local Koban (small police station).

great deal of
railing along
Orange, 440-
menacingly

Mitsu told me all about how he fell in love with ‘cudas while studying in Ottawa, KS from 1992-1996. A Challenger
owning friend talked him out of a Mustang and into a 1970 FE5 Barracuda Grand Coupe. He drove that car
everywhere, and | mean everywhere. He told me of a trip he took from KS to TX, out west to CA, and up the Coast.
He came back through upper plains — in a snowstorm, no less. He has the photos to prove it! Unfortunately, he
had to sell the Grand Coupe before returning to Japan.

It did not take Mitsu long to miss his beloved Mopar. By 1997 he purchased his current 1970 ‘cuda. He bought the
car from someone who had it shipped from AZ. Since purchasing the car he has installed an MSD ignition, LED
lights all around, 6 and 4 pot disc brakes, and roller rockers. He was working on the car late into the night before |
arrived and decided to deal with the SHAKER breather once he had more sleep. But other than that, the car was
straight. He has driven his fish in auto cross competitions for the last 10 years, and has upgraded the suspension
with Bilstein shocks, added just enough negative camber, and the required seat/harness. All told, this Shinto
priest really seems to have things figured out.’

" A very broad overview of Shintoism is available from Japan-guide.
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A short whi uda rumbled up with something | had never seen before, a roof rack sporting a
i) =5 £ snow board and a set of skis. Mitsu quickly introduced my new snow-loving
 friend, Atsushi Hidaka. Of course, | had to ask him about the roof rack. He
said that he loves snow sports and he loves his ‘cuda. It only makes sense
to do everything that he loves! Why should he have to choose one or the
other? It’s pretty hard to argue with that logic.

Atsushi’s experience obtaining his car was much different than Mitsu’s. By
1972, there were dealers in Japan that sold Plymouth cars, so importation
rules apply. Seven years ago, when Atsushi tried to bring his eBay find to
Japan, he had to put his fish through the regulatory wringer. He was
required to modify the rear seat belts, change the headlights, modify the reverse lights, put a horn sticker on the
steering wheel, and have a flare in the back for roadside assistance. He also had to remove the rear side markers
and front side-marker turn indicators. He had to move the front turn signals closer together and add a passenger-
side mirror (a Chevy one was what he could find). Eventually, Atsushi got approval to drive the car on Japanese
streets. Unfortunately, that lead to more than ten tows in the first year from his supposed “Perfect Condition”
eBay find. He additionally had to figure out why he was only getting 800 meters per liter of gas (about 2
miles/gallon). Keep in mind that they pay about the same for a liter of gas as we do for a gallon in Indiana. Once
he found and fixed the fuel leak, Atsushi said that the car now runs six kilometers per liter (over 12 miles/gallon).

Atsushi is a fairly young guy, so | asked him how he came to want a ‘cuda. He responded with a chuckle, “Fast
and Furious.” We all laughed. Atsushi also explained that his first car was left-hand drive and that he also owns a
late-60’s Nova. This airplane mechanic for ANA does not shy away from American muscle cars. His ‘cuda runs a
mildly prepped replacement 340-4 bbl connected to the original auto trans.

The black paint is a refresh. Atsushi opted to add the Twin Slash Dodge stripes above the drivers’ side wheel, the
Plymouth decal from a Superbird above the passenger’s side wheel, and a 340 decal like the one you might find
on a Demon atop the hood. All match the black, on black, on black theme. Modifications for Atsushi’s ’72 include
a heads-up tach, and 5 speaker stereo. MSD ignition and Koni shocks help the Cragar mags, wrapped in snow
tires, get him to the slopes.
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Just when we were beginning to wonder if something happened to

the third Tokyo/e member who was supposed to join us, a Super Blue
1973 Rallye Challenger rolled into view. | was introduced to Hiro
Toyoshima who explained that his 340-4bbl was giving him a low voltage
reading before he left and he asked Al (who he not-so- jokingly

referred to as, “My Teacher”) to help him diagnose.

Hiro bought his Challenger six years ago over the web. He explained that he had a car importer check it out before
coughing up the cash. The car has an auto trans and a Rallye dash. Modifications to this bright blue machine
include swapping for a ’72 front bumper, Welgo Racing Rims, and rear air shocks for 2 inches of lift. He shared
that he is headed for a new wire harness and maybe a slightly more aggressive (3.23:1 - 3.55:1) rear end. At
least, that is what Al tells him!

Troubleshooting his voltage issue brought us to talking about parts. | asked how easy it was to get parts for these
classic Mopars in Japan. They all had tales of difficulty locating parts. They said that most parts purchases are off
eBay, Jegs, or Mancini Racing. Classic industries and Year One should send these guys a few catalogs!

Not trusting that the Challenger would cooperate with a re-start, Hiro had to head back to the garage. Mitsu,

Atsushi and | went to late supper at a local gyoza restaurant. Conversation ranged from cars to religion and

politics. Everyone had a great time. As we walked back to the cars we discussed how classic Mopars are received

in Japan. They explained that the E-bodies are not fully welcome at non-US specialty car shows. But, they do go
N

to an annual Mooneyes Streetcar Nationals and their Hot Rod and
Custom Show (Yes there is an awesome Mooneyes store and
custom car shop in Yokohama). Once a month they attend a
classic car show with about 40 American cars from the 70’s to 90’s.

And of course the group must, as Mitsu put it, “blow the
with the occasional run to the infamous Diakoku Parking

carbon out,”
Area.
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As is custom when people meet in Japan, we each exchanged gifts. | passed
Anniversary patches to our new Tokyo/e friends. Cool americana is very
and the patch fits the bill. Check out
new “Supercharger” embroidered
came across. | look forward to
touch with our new friends and
next time | return to Japan. As our own
said, maybe we need to extend the

This experience is one that
I will never forget. And the night was capped off with a ride back
to my hostel in Mitsu’s ‘cuda down the late-night streets of
Tokyo. It’s hard to beat that experience!

Tokyo/e

SIS IEIEISISIEISISIEISIBIBL>
TATTLER’S CORNER (/In Memory of Jan Peel and her awesome sense of humor!)

cool in Japan
the brand n
jacket that |
keeping in
meeting up
Steve Wisdom
Club to Japan!

For those that didn’t stop in at our booth at the Swap meet, you missed a heck of a donut feast!

April 2026 Birthdays:

Ron Kriech 04-08 Ginger Zimmerman 04-14 Rick Zimmerman 04-19 Lori Karch 04-19

Evan Springer 04-23
April 2026 Anniversaries:
Linda & Tim Little 04-16 Sharon & Kevin Weden 04-25 Sharri & Jeff Andis 04-29
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HOOSIER REGION PLYMOUTH CLUB NEWS

e Plymouth Club member Sue Eilert fell and broke her leg and is currently going through physical therapy.
Teresa & visited her at the facility & she is doing well & in great spirits.

o Please note the IMS Museum trip in info above. It would be great if any of Plymouth group could attend!.

e Still no announcement on the date or location of the Plymouth Owners Club 2026 National Meet but I’ll

keep watching.

2026 INDY MOPAR CLUB — EVENT LIST 1BV - to be verified TBD — to be determined  02-20-26 tvk

IMC Contact

Jan 29 Thurs 7-8p  Indy Mopar Club Monthly Mtg

MCL Cafeteria Vickie Walker

Feb 26 Thurs 7-8p  Indy Mopar Club Monthly Mtg

MCL Cafeteria Vickie Walker

Mar 6-7 Fri-Sat Indy Cyl Hd Chrysler Performance Trade Show Ind State Fairgrounds Ronda Cherry/Vickie Walker
26 Thurs 7-8p  Indy Mopar Club Monthly Mtg MCL Cafeteria Vickie Walker
27-29  Fri-Sun O'Reilly World of Wheels Car Show Ind State Fairgrounds Larry Mayes

Apr 30 Thurs 7-8p  Indy Mopar Club Monthly Mtg MCL Cafeteria Vickie Walker

May 8-16  Fri-Sat wk later Mecum Collector Car Auction IN State Fairgrounds Ronda Cherry
27-31  Wed-Sun Walter P Chrysler WPC Natl Meet with/ Mopars at the Pk-Farmington MN Tom Kelly

28 Thurs 7-8p  Indy Mopar Club Monthly Mtg MCL Cafeteria Vickie Walker

Jun
11--13  Thur-Sat Natl Assoc of Lil Red Express Owners Louisville, KY Tom Kelly
17-21  Wed-Sun The National DeSoto Club 39" Natl Meet  Louisville, KY Tom Kelly
21-25  Sun-Thur Airflow Club of Amer National Meet Helena MT Tom Kelly
25 Thurs 6-8p  Indy Mopar Club Monthly Mtg MCL Cafeteria Vickie Walker

Jul 11 Sat 10a-2p Fletcher Chrysler - IMC Cruise-In Franklin, IN Steve Wisdom
TBD Plymouth Owners Club National Meet Tom Kelly

10-12 Fri-Sun Chryslers at Carlisle Carlisle PA Tom Kelly
30 Thurs 7-8p  Indy Mopar Club Monthly Mtg MCL Cafeteria Vickie Walker

July 31-Aug 2 Fri-Sun 8a MOPAR NATIONALS-Natl Trails Raceway Columbus (Hebron) OH Tom Kelly

Aug 1-2 (continued) MOPAR NATIONALS-Natl Trails Raceway Columbus (Hebron) OH Tom Kelly
15 Sat Woodward Dream Cruise (wk long lead up) Oakland County MI Jeff Platzer
27 Thurs 7-8p  Indy Mopar Club Monthly Mtg MCL Cafeteria Vickie Walker

Sept
18-19  Fri-Sat MoParty-Beech Bend Raceway Bowling Green KY Tom Kelly
18-19  Fri-Sat Natl Hemi Owners Assoc Reunion @ Moparty-Bowling Green KY Tom Kelly
25-26  Fri-Sat Pure Stock Muscle Car Drag Race Stanton MI Tom Kelly
24 Thurs 7-8p  Indy Mopar Club Monthly Mtg MCL Cafeteria Vickie Walker

Oct 10 (rain date Oct 17) 10a-2p  York Chrysler / IMC Cruise-In Plainfield IN Vickie Walker
TBD Breakthru T1D (JDRF) RUN/WALK Indianapolis IN Steve Wisdom

29 Thurs 7-8p  Indy Mopar Club Monthly Mtg MCL Cafeteria Vickie Walker
Nominations for 2027 Officers

Nov 19 Thurs 7-8p Indy Mopar Club Monthly Mtg MCL Cafeteria Vickie Walker
21-22  Sat-Sun Muscle Car and Corvette Nationals show  Rosemont IL Tom Kelly

Dec 6 Sun 5p Indy Mopar Club Christmas Party Steve Wisdom’s Clubhouse Steve Wisdom

NOTE: NO DECEMBER MEETING AT MCL

1202 Leisure Lane, Greenwood 46142
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Local Cruise-Ins (Reoccurring)
April thru Oct Every Mon Avon Steak & Shake, Rockville Rd Avon IN (US 136)
May thru Sept  1%Fri  5-9pm Danville Cruise-In 1st Friday of Month Danville IN Town Square
May thru Sept  Sat 6-9pm Lowes Summer Cruise-in - Every Sat Night Avon IN US 36
May thru Sept TBV  Mooresville Cruise-in / TBV Mooresville IN
Apr thru Oct Sat 4pm The SUDS Cruise-in Greenwood IN
May thru Sept  Thur ~ 5-9pm Martinsville Thursday Cruise on the Square Martinsville IN
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